
Music Development Plan summary: Billing Brook School 

School Year:  2025/26  

Published:  2025 

Music Lead:  Tom Streamer 

Music hub: The Northamptonshire Music and Performing Arts Trust (NMPAT) 

 

Curriculum Music 

Our music curriculum is delivered by both class teachers and music specialists supported by 
our local music hub NMPAT. We use our own bespoke music curriculum across all phases of the 
school, written using the published model music curriculum (March 2021) and with our pupils 
in mind.  

In Key Stage 1 and 2 (Riverbank and Meadow) pupils are introduced to musical concepts 
gradually and naturally through exploration. In Key Stage 3 (Woodland and Forest) pupils get to 
build on what they have learnt as they begin to make choices, express themselves and start to 
focus on instrument skills more. In Key Stage 4 (Mountain) pupils, begin to understand music 
across practical mediums related to the music industry. This includes looking at recording, 
composing, as well as sound for video. In Key Stage 5 (Ocean) pupils can choose to focus on 
music as part of their Arts Award.  

We place importance on the idea that Music lessons are an opportunity for pupils to express 
their creativity and develop their communication. With our own dedicated music room, packed 
with accessible instrumentation and technology, we want all our pupils to have the opportunity 
to feel musical.  

 

Alongside our Music curriculum, the school provides many opportunities for pupils to take part 
in and experience music.  

Co-curricular activities 

o We run a Signing Choir that runs as a club year-round, allowing pupils to practice for and 
take part in musical performances. 

o Pupils have access to instrument tuition in piano, guitar, drums and more.  
o We facilitate outside music therapists to work with key pupils. 
o We understand the importance of music in supporting regulation in our pupils and take 

advantage of the therapeutic power of music every day.  

Musical experiences 

o We like to run musical challenges linked to current events as well as school wide 
recording projects. In 2025 we very successfully completed a school song linked to our 
values which featured contributions from pupils across the entire school. 

o Pupils can take part in performances, individually or as part of their class group, in 
Christmas Productions and our own end of year music festival Billing Boom! 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-music-in-schools
https://www.artsaward.org.uk/site/?id=64


o From outside the school, Music for Autism ensemble aims to create sensory-friendly 
concerts for individuals with autism and their families. The environment is adapted to 
reduce sensory overload, and live music performances engage participants in an 
inclusive and supportive way. 

o NMPAT collaborates with special schools, such as ours, to provide sensory music 
experiences. These might involve interactive sessions with instruments, movement, and 
sound exploration. 

In the future 

As we look to the next academic year, the school will be working with NMPAT as part of their 
UpRising 360 Musical Cultures programme. NMPAT will be in school over 30 weeks to help 
further develop our musical offer to our pupils. Particularly how we can develop our extra-
curricular offer to give more pupils the chance to be part of music making and performance 
outside of music lessons.  

We also look forward to further developing relationships with musicians and organisations 
within out community to continue to offer inspiring and engaging musical experiences for our 
pupils.  


